Acute toxicity from oral ingestion of crack cocaine: a report of four cases.
We report the symptomatology, clinical, and laboratory findings in four patients following oral ingestion of crack cocaine. All of the patients had a positive urine test for cocaine metabolites measured by gas chromatography-mass spectroscopy. Retrospective analysis of the four patients revealed alterations in function of the cardiovascular system (4), the autonomic nervous system (4), the central nervous system (3), and the gastrointestinal system (1). Three patients ingested crack cocaine as a direct result of confrontation with law enforcement officers. The symptomatologies of acute toxicity from oral ingestion of crack cocaine are related to its effect on the cardiovascular system and the brain. Cocaine toxicity should be considered in patients with acute and unexplained cardiovascular, central nervous system, or gastrointestinal complaints. Law enforcement personnel should be made aware of the signs and symptoms of cocaine intoxication and be made aware of the propensity to ingest the evidence.